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Seattle’s Central Waterfront Plan Background Report
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Overview

This supplement is geared to enhance the Urban Design Background Report, providing
a visual reference to many aspects of Seattle’s Central Waterfront highlighted in the
report. Apart from a thorough street-by-street inspection of the entire waterfront area
(which you are encouraged to do), the following collections of images might stimulate
your thinking about how neighborhood moments, various tides of waterfront
development, past waterfront visions all play into our collective vision of Seattle's water
edge.
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Development Pattern

Platting

Part or all of nearly every American city has developed according to an ordered
division of land, comprised of building lots, open spaces, and public rights-of-way.
Seattle began as three main grid systems, intersecting at Yesler Way at the south and
Stewart Street and Olive Way at the north. This collision, made more complicated by
the dramatic topography, yields a great variety of block types and sizes, and marks the
resulting development as uniquely ‘Seattle.’

o il Y
W1 e AN

San Francisco, California Seattle, Washington




Graphic Supplement

Development Character

Seattle’s 150+ year history of development, disaster, vision, and surging and refreating
of industry has yielded an urban mosaic; buildings of various ages, materials, character,
and form occupy adjacent lots, offering some clues as to the forces shaping their
creation. In four distinct areas along the Central Waterfront — Belltown, Alaskan Way
Corridor Shoreline, Alaskan Way Corridor Inland, and the 15t Avenue Corridor — all
display a more or less distinguishable identity. Belltown, for instance, is known for the
recent rapid mixed use residential development along 15t Avenue. The 1st Avenue
Corridor, on the other hand, conveys much of the chronological history of Seattle’s
development, from a concentration of turn-of-the-century brick buildings at the south
end, to cutting edge glass and steel high-rises to the north. Alaskan Way, dominated
since the beginning by shipping and transportation routes, contains much the same
spread of history as 1st Avenue.

Within each of the following sections, special care is taken to select images indicative
of each area’s distinctive character.
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Belltfown

(Please see Urban Design: Development Character: Belltown for written description)
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Alaskan Way Corridor - Inland

(Please see Urban Design: Development Character: Alaskan Way - Inland for written
description)

Materials Architecture
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Alaskan Way Corridor - Shoreline

(Please see Urban Design: Development Character: Alaskan Way - Shoreline for written

Architecture

description)
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1st Avenue Corridor

(Please see Urban Design: Development Character: 1st Avenue Corridor for written
description)
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Development Type

Each of the areas described above (please see appropriate sections in Urban Design
Report) merits a further breakdown into the different types of development. Until the
1930’s, the waterfront’s streets were lined with piers, pier sheds, warehouses, light
manufacturing, and sporadic housing further upland. With the shifting of goods
distribution further south to the mouth of the Duwamish and (now) Terminal 46, and
north to the Interbay area, development priorities have come to include new uses
such as housing, commercial (office), and recreation. Below are images that are
intended to highlight past and present examples of each of the categories: Marine
Related, Industrial Warehouse, Infrastructure Elements, Recent Development, and
Landmarks.
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Marine Related Development

(Please see Urban Design: Development Type: Marine Related Development for more

information)

Materials Architecture
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Industrial and Warehouse

(Please see Urban Design: Development Type: Industrial and Warehouse for more

information)
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Infrastructure Elements

(Please see Urban Design: Development Type: Infrastructure Elements for more
information)
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Recent Development

(Please see Urban Design: Development Type: Recent Development for more
information)
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Landmarks

Part of what gives an area its identity is the presence of culturally significant landmarks.
Throughout Seattle’s history its politicians, businesspeople, and residents have realized
symbolic markers of special moments, heroic deeds, and triumphant community
achievement. The following images offer just a glimpse of some of these, many of
which sfill exist.

Smith Tower @ Yesler & Second Avenue (2004) Colmon‘ I'.D_o'ck looking east (no date)
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Physical Connections

(Please see Urban Design: Connection and Integration: Physical Connections for more
information)
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Pedestrian Accessibility
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Views and Visual Connections

(See Appendix A, Background report for analysis of physical connections)
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Sources

University of Washington Special Collections
http://content.lib.washington.edu/all-collections.html

Museum of History and Industry (MOHAI) online database:
http://www.seattlehistory.org/mohai_rights_page.cfm




